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SLOWDOWN OF CREDIT
PRE-DATES BANKS DRIVE
AGAINST NPAS: RAJAN

NO PROOF BARACK OBAMA
WIRETAPPED TRUMP,
CONFIRMS JUSTICE DEPT

‘Mechanical engineerihg now
second most preferred choice

Hemali.Chhapia
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Engineering is
being revisited. Even as
seats in this professional
course are reducing across
the country (from 16.3 lakh
in 2013-14 to about 14.7 lakh
this year), mechanical engi-
neering seems to be emerg-
ing as the hottest pick in
times of uncertainty in the
IT and software industry.
While the allure of engi-
neering continues to draw
over a million young Indian
teenagers every year, its 70-
odd options undergo a life
cycle of their own. Experts
say that industry growth,
which translates into more
jobs and higher incomes, is
what decides the path that
colleges and students take.
And many feel the sun is set-
tingon the computer science
engineering stream. While
25.44% of all students opted
for itin2013-14, that hasdrop-
ped to around 24 % this year.
Atthesame time mechan-
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most popular choice for four
years. While 20.22% of stu-
dents chose mechanical engi-
neering in the past four
years, that proportion has in-
creased to 21.6% now Core
courses like civil and electri-
cal engineering are also ex-
pected to be top on the charts.

Although data from the

engineering
is a great branch. One can fit
into a lot of industries after
“The circuit branches as they

are called—IT, computer sci-
enceand electronicsand com-
munication—were the hot fa-
vourites, But given some
amount of uncertainty in the
IT sector, there are more take-

From information tech-
nology to leather technolo-
gy, each of these courses
tests the ability of individt-
als to engineer a lasting im-
pression, maybe an innova-
tion, a new process, a fresh
thought. But generalized
courses are likely to be the
flavour for the coming few
years as several industries
seeadeparturefromtheold.

G D Yadav, vice chancellor
of the Institute of Chemical
Technology, says mechanical
is rising in popularity be-
cause manufacturing indus-
try needs these engineers.
“There is so much new con-

ture, machinery and mechan-
ical engineers are needed ev-
erywhere. Hence, computer
science and mechanical engi-
neers will be an equal force in
the coming year,” he adds.
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800 engg colleges with low
enrolment face closure

BENGALURU: The All India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE) may order
closure of 800 engineering
colleges across the country
next year in order to ensure-
quality of education in engi-
neering colleges. These are
colleges with less than 30%
enrolment of their capacity
for five years.

According to Anil D Sahas-
rabudhe, chairman, AICTE,
less than 30% enrolment re-

of education in these colleges
and the closure wasinevitable
to ensure quality of teaching
atengineering colleges.
“The decision to close
about 800 colleges was taken
after much deliberation based
on the analysis of data of these
colleges in the last few years.
Students studying in these

colleges would be shifted to
nearby colleges that have suf-
ficient student strength,” he
said.

Infrastructure is inade-
quate, while quality of teach-

ing is not up to the mark in
these colleges, affecting the
learning process, he said.
Out of 10,363 engineering
colleges across the country, a
large number of seats fall va-
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cant every year. The number
of vacant seats in colleges in
Karnataka alone for 2017-18
is over 29,000.

Single entrance unlikely
nextyear

He said that there would
not be a single entrance test
across the country for admis-
sions to engineering colleges
along the lines of NEET for
medical course from 2018-19.

“The Class XII curricular of
all states need to be realigned
so that they are on par with
the NCERT syllabus before
theintroduction ofacommon
examination,” he said.

“Students will largely ben-
efit from the single entrance
test. Those who have per-
formed better in the test will
have the option of applying
toall good colleges across the
country,” he said.

Students in Karnataka

should write multiple exami-
nations to vie for a seat in an
engineering college at pre-
sent. The Common Entrance
Test (CET) ranking decides
admissions for government
and government-quota engi-
neering seats.

Private and deemed uni-
versities conduct their own
entrance tests.

Students are forced to ap-
pear for the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) for admis-
sions to the Indian Institutes
of Technology, National Insti-
tutes of Technologyand other
Centrally funded technical
institutions.

Managements of private
colleges allocate seats based
onthe Consortium of Medical,
Engineering and Dental Col-
leges of Karnataka (ComedK)
rank.

DH News Service
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